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Inside Story 6     Since producing the March/
April issue your Editor in the 
"hurrier I go, the farther behind I 
get" mode.  Primary cause is our 
Spring-like weather the end of 
2012 and early in 2013 has 
turned on us with a vengeance 
during March and April.  In ret-
rospect, persons other than this 
writer have accomplished a sig-
nificant amount during this pe-
riod of drear. 
     Of great significance is the 
revised SD ASA website 
www.sdasasoftballnews.com .  
Primary credit for same goes to 
Randee Peterson of Black 
Hills.com, Andy Groseland, 
computer programmer and our 
own webmaster Gary Young.  
Attended a couple sessions 
where the folks talked way over 
my head and appear to have got-
ten it right.  An item of concern 
to your Editor was the Invita-
tional Tournament section.  Un-

der the old program installation 
was pretty simple but when the site 
went down, the wherewith all to do 
it the old way was gone.  While the 
new site a bit more difficult to ma-
neuver, it allows much more space 
for information which is desirable.  
Involved a daughter and son-in-
law in the Mobile App portion (my 
trac phone doesn't get it) and find 
them satisfied with results.  An-
other feature is the ability to sign 
up for issues such as this which is 
starting to catch on with copies 
being directed at time of publica-
tion.  If you haven't signed up and 
need to know, do it now.  Only 
negative I've heard to date comes 
from an umpire, whom I'll name 
someday, who does not like the 
green background.  Our member-
ships review and constructive com-
ments are appreciated. 
     Thought for awhile the 2012 
disciplinary season was never go-
ing to end and didn't until May 9th, 

2013.  Appeals, availability and 
weather caused no end of con-
sternation and delay.  Results of 
the last hearing will be covered 
in a separate section of this issue.  
Another section will be devoted 
to the National Umpire School 
held in Sioux Falls,  April 19, 20 
and 21 but must  mention our 
"snow day" in Mitchell.  Rose-
mary doesn't drive much at night 
and I was physically tired from 
doing nothing but observing dur-
ing the training sessions.  As a 
result stayed in Sioux Falls until 
Monday only to hit the blizzard 
at Mitchell where we spent the 
night.  Personally impressed with 
the City which appears to have 
grown considerably and has pal-
atable water. 

     Intent of this issue is to intro-
duce our 2013 Hall of Fame se-
lectees, cover the National Um-
pire School, disqualifying ac-
tions and "need to know" tidbits. 

SEASONS  ON -- FINALLY 
Remember Background checks 
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South Dakota has hosted in about 
four years.  Host hotel was the 
Ramkota in Sioux Falls and train-
ing facilities were the Elmen Cen-
ter at Augustana College and the 
Sanford edifice on the City's North 
side.  In each and every instance 
our hosts went out of their way to 
accommodate.  Visiting the rolling 
photo's on the website the facilities 
can be clearly seen, even to include 
"Duck Suedmeier", fiancé Margery 
with their umpire wares. 
     Training of the 106 paid atten-
dees was led by Larry "L. T." 
Montgomery of Tupelo, MS. Na-
tional Staff Southern Deputy Su-
pervisor, Malcolm Boyles, Bothel, 
WA, Western Deputy supervisor, 
Regional Umpire in Chief Bill 
Silves, Mt.Vernon, WA and Steve 
Riswold of Sioux Falls supported 
by a host of South Dakota cadre.  
Starting the evening of April 19 
with a two hour skull session it 
became more intense on the 20th 
with classroom and drills.  Sunday 
the 21st brought additional skull 
sessions and finally, graduation . 

      While pleased with the num-
bers attending from South Dakota 
noted considerable Minnesota and 
North Dakota representation.  Met, 
an attendee from Montana, heard 
individuals were there from Wis-
consin, Nebraska and Possibly 
Iowa as well.  Was pleased to visit 
with Warren Collatt, Minnesota 
U.I.C. for a brief period during his 

visit to the sessions.  

     A couple things of note in this 
clinic as opposed to most is the 
amount of one on one instruction.  
Having umpired before training 
such as this, pleased to see how 
much time spent on the strike zone 
and pitch height.  SDASA even pre-
vailed on Gary Young to provide 
"live" pitching Locals also recruited 
were Dale Axtell to take many of 
the photo's including class and 
cadre shots you will see in this issue 

and on the website. 
     Rapid City will be the site of the 
2014 SDSUA sponsored clinic.  
Details on same will be provided 
when available to us. 
     Taking this opportunity to re-
mind umpires that those wishing to 
officiate State Tournaments must 
attend one of the annual schools 
every four (4) years and every three 
(3) years to work National Tourna-
ments. 
Certain I speak on behalf of all in 
attendance in expressing apprecia-
tion to Carol and L.J. Pipgras and  

Kim Vennard, who arranged for 
and  secured complimentary rolls, 
nutritious treats (candy bars) and 
beverages for two days.  At every 
break there were four large con-
tainers of every variety of fresh 
rolls and liquid refreshments for 
the attendees.  As my local fresh 
rolls @ $.54 each plus tax, afraid 
to question these costs so did the 
next best thing.  Asking who con-
tributed found a substantial list of 
local associations which included:  
Men's Fast Pitch; Men's Slow 
Pitch; Women's Slow Pitch; Sioux 
Falls Youth Slow Pitch; Sioux 
Falls Youth Fast Pitch; Sioux 
Falls People For Youth commit-
tee; Pride of the Dakotas Youth 
Slow Pitch Committee and the 
South Dakota High School 
League.  Kudo's and thanks for 
the participation and generosity of 
those named. 

     Hopeful Mr. Axtell or Mr. 
Aylward's photo's taken on site 
and during graduation will fill a 
page or so and that one of us got a 
shot of lead clinician L. T. Mont-
gomery providing an accapela 
rendition of our National Anthem 
beginning the April 20th sessions.  
Those of us privledged to hear 
him annually during the ASA 
Council meeting were as thrilled 
as ever. 



LONG WINTER STILL DEADLINES APPROACH 
 
     Reasonably certain our long winter or short spring 
contributing to slow team/umpire registration num-
bers; necessary to remind of certain deadline's and 
requirements.  Using area phone books, archives and 
eyes we are generally able to discern team, managers, 
umpires names and addresses.  However, some hand-
writing though beautiful to look at, leaves us baffled 
leading either to phone calls or mistakes.  If submitters 
fall in one of the mentioned categories, we ask you 
legibly print wherever appropriate.  The same goes for 
the background check authorizations which we alpha-
betize at seasons end.  You have no idea how much 
time is consumed in the identification process so 
please help us out. 
     Essential to remind our league officers and submit-
ters for Spring/Summer teams of the June 15th, 2013 
filing deadline before hitting the $5.00 per team pen-
alty.  Those considered Fall Ball (though we welcome 
their early registrations) are Co-Ed, Big Ball 
(14"/16"), high school, middle school and Fall 
leagues.  Request this important requirement be shared 
with those who need to know and avoid the penalties. 
 

ACE AND BACKGROUND MANDATORY 
 
     Advent of the background checks finds us with 
folks who still haven't gotten the message.  In short, 
those adults (18&over) working with youth (Junior 
Olympic) must be background checked.  This includes 
managers, coaches, dugout personnel, scorekeepers 
and is for the protection of our children.  The current 
fee for a background check is $7.00 per person with 
SDASA paying the extra dollar toward the $8.00 fee 
charged by ASA who provide an ID card showing 
clearance or notifies Commissioner and applicant if 
there is a problem.  Individuals joining the "Ace" pro-
gram or are Adult Umpires are "background checked" 
as part of their fees.  As this office subject to audit by 
the firm (used to be Lexus/Nexus) it is essential that 

every authorization (those "Aced" too) be sent to the 
Commissioner's office for filing and retention.  
     Have encountered some payment shortages of late due 
to at least one local site not updating the authorization 
form and reflecting fee increase instituted two years ago.  
To date we have returned or notified those with monetary 
shortfalls and find a couple who have not responded. 
     Though noted in our March/April issue believe it ap-
propriate to remind that the South Dakota JO Fast Pitch 
program donated $7,000 to be used in keeping the back-
ground check fee as low as we can.  Need to advise 
SDASA is simply the go-between with the applicant and 
the ASA with these monies.  In short, SDASA bears the 
expense of handling and time consumption while gaining 
nothing financially. 
    As in the past, strongly urge teams/leagues to provide 
Accident/ Liability coverages for their adults as well as 
the youth.  Certain we have submitted at least two adult 
injury claims in the last year or so and those do not come 
cheap.  Checking with Bollinger (broker for insurance) 
early this year learned that five (5) 2012 concluded 
claims (excess coverage with a $250 deductible) averaged 
over $2,000 apiece.  Would also mention claim reviews 
indicate many have dropped their health insurance and 
only the Good Lord knows where we're headed in the 
future. 
 
RECORD NUMBER OF UMPIRES A POSSIBILITY  
 
      Encountering an unusual situation wherein our um-
pires materials might be outstripped by registrations.  Or-
dered five hundred (500) sets of material for 2013 and 
have only an equipment catalog, answer sheet and key in 
the State Office.  For several years we have had material 
repositories in Eastern South Dakota for team/umpire 
materials and are now scrambling to locate enough sets 
for a late applying city.  A great position to be in relative 
to players/teams but not for filling orders.  Would be 
more than pleased to order additional sets from the Na-
tional Office if required, while recognizing cost factors.  
                                                        (Continue on page 4) 
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who have and will be selected to 
the SDASA Hall of Fame.  Inclu-
sion of the home of record has yet 
to be approved by the Hall of Fame 
Committee who are being asked to 
consider.  We know for a fact that 
many inductees did not play in 
their home towns and believe, as 
space available, they would like 
both sites noted if more than one. 
      For both sites and possibly na-
tional coverage we are seeking hu-
man interest stories.  Recall hear-
ing and requesting an article on a 
very senior citizen still pitching in 
his eastern South Dakota home 
town. Nothing ever came of it so if 
folks will provide the facts , this 
office will try a re-write with local  
review before printing.  Certain 
there are newsworthy events going 
on all over the area that won't be 
told unless made known. 
     Also with the inclusion of the 
slideshow at the top of  the page, 
we are urging softball photogra-
phers to please forward your best 
shots. Here is a chance to have 
your pictures on the billboard. 
 
TEAM & PLAYER ID CARDS 

 
     Not necessarily newsworthy but 
deserving of an explanation are the 
2013 Team ID cards issued thus 
far. Cannot explain why but cards 
printed from 2012 archived docu-
ments have a space between 
Hometown and State with the 
comma somewhere in the middle. 
My OKC Guru says he will try to 
correct when time allows cuz if not 
corrected, it will be back again in 
2014. I'll Keep on him though it 
may be Fall or Winter before cor-
rected. Think my lack of under-

COMMISSIONER'S  COMMENTS 
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standing computers may have 
caused the problem and that's 
where it stands at this writing. 
                                                                     

JULY/AUGUST ISSUE 
 
     Relative to the above and for 
your information, current intention 
is to publish a July/August issue of 
SDASA Softball News which 
among other things will cover JO 
State Tournaments/Champions 
based on available data and seven-
teen (17) scholarship recipients for 
2013. 
     Issue intended for September/
October would provide most re-
maining adult and youth tourna-
ment information as well as the 
Hall of Fame banquet and dedica-
tion data for the new Hall of Fame 
structure at Sherman Park in Sioux 
Falls.  An invitation to this cere-
mony goes to our entire member-
ship and specifically to those cur-
rently enshrined. 
  

PLAY HARD INJURY FREE                      
 

     While I fear history will prove 
me a wishful thinker, hopes are for 
an injury free season combined 
with fair play and lack of confron-
tation.  You can make it happen! 
 

STATE OFFICE TO CLOSE  
 
      State Office will be closed for 
approximately seven (7) days sur-
rounding June 21-22 so suggest 
business of importance be done 
prior to same. 
 

 We ask those late requesters bear 
with us until availability known 
and we can do the necessary. 

                                                                    
SD ASA FAMILY NEWS 

 
     Want to inform our membership 
and particularly those who know 
Malcolm Boyles (a 2013 umpire 
clinician at Sioux Falls) that his 
cancer is in remission.  He can be 
seen in the 2013 umpire class 
photo's standing tall with what 
we'll call " white stubble"  A fine 
gentleman and a class act. 
     Must also mention recent losses 
in our SDASA family. Hall of 
Fame. Chairman Mike Dykstra lost 
his mother and some of us were 
able to attend her funeral while in 
Sioux Falls. 
     Kim Vennard, also of Sioux 
Falls, who serves as treasurer for 
the JO Fast Pitch Program lost her 
mother recently also. 
     SD ASA Hall of Fame member 
Bob Hoyt passed away recently 
also. Bob, originally from Bran-
don, SD was living in Rapid City. 
He was a pitcher for various teams 
in Sioux Falls as well as pitched 
for the Armed Froces Teams while 
in the military.  
     Our sympathies to families and 
friends.  
 

REVAMPED WEBSITE 
                                                                     
     Our rejuvenated website is a 
work in progress and same can be 
said for SDASA Softball News.  
We are now and will constantly be 
reaching out to our membership for 
assistance.  Currently being sought 
for the web site are homes of re-
cord, sites of stardom for those 

WE ARE ON THE WEB 
WWW.SDASASOFTBALL.COM 
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Also on Facebook @  
www.facebook.com/SouthDakotaASA 
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2013 HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES ARE ANNOUNCED 
BANQUET TO BE OCTOBER 12th AT SIOUX FALLS 

By Mike Dykstra, Chairman of SD ASA Hall of Fame. 
 
     The Hall of Fame committee is proud to announce the 
inductees for the 2013 SD ASA Hall of Fame class. Once 
again we had outstanding nominees and want to thank all 
who took the time to nominate those special softball peo-
ple. The four that will be inducted this fall are as follows: 
 
Joseph L. Steever 
Joe started playing fastpitch softball in Sioux Falls in 
1971. Joe was a pitcher, 1st baseman, and outfielder for 
many teams during his career. Joe was part of 17 state ti-
tles, several regional tournament teams, and also played in 
numerous national tournaments. Joe has 29 no hitters re-
corded, 7 perfect games, and 17 one hitters. Not only 
could he pitch, but his career batting average is over .300. 
Joe, welcome to the Hall of Fame.  
 
Gerry Bills 
Gerry started playing fastpitch softball in Sioux Falls in 
1970. Gerry played 3rd and outfield for several teams dur-
ing his career. Gerry maintained a batting average of .367 
while playing on 6 state title teams, several regional tour-
naments including a regional championship team. Gerry 
also has umpired for over 9 years, including being UIC for 
local leagues and Men’s Fastpitch state tournaments. 
Gerry is a member of SF People for Youth, Hall of Com-
mittee, and JO Area Commissioner. Welcome to the Hall 
Gerry 
 
Bill Brewer 
Bill started coaching in Men’s Slowpitch in 1960 in 
Woonsocket, SD and has not stopped since. He currently 
coaches women’s slowpitch in Huron. He ahs coached two 
state championship teams along with numerous league 
championships. He has coached teams starting at the youth 
level & brought them up to the women’s level. Bill has 
coached for over 50 years with no end in sight. Welcome 
Bill Brewer. 
 
Wayne Stoffers 
Wayne started coaching women’s slowpitch in 1981 with 
the Crow Bar Aces. His teams have won 4 state champion-
ships along with 8 city titles. He has coached in several 
regional championships, winning two. He also has made a  
National Tournament appearance. 

The Crow Bar Aces were named the National Team of 
the Month in June 1994. Wayne was a Women’s Com-
missioner & Assistant Deputy for 19 years, with a 2 year 
term of SD ASA President. He assisted with 26 state 
tournaments. Adding to the duties, Wayne was Hall of 
Fame President for 7 years, being instrumental in the 
completion of the new building. Welcome to the HOF, 
Wayne. 
 
     The four new inductees will be formally inducted in 
the HOF on October 12th, 2013 at the Downtown Holi-
day Inn in Sioux Falls. The Grand Opening to the new 
Hall of Fame Building that afternoon. Details to follow. 
     To order tickets contact: 

Stacie Morrell 
18178 Morning Sun Place 
Union Center, SD 57787 
605-985-5496 

2012  Final Disciplinary Actions 
 

     As stated previously, appeals, availability and 
weather delayed finalizing complaints against two indi-
viduals emanating from the E-Rec Men's Slow Pitch Na-
tional played in Sioux Falls last August. 
     An initial hearing for Mr. Shane Montgomery of 
Kyle, SD resulted in half local season suspension plus 
probation.  Upon appeal to the ASA Executive Director 
the hearing board was asked to reconsider.  The result of 
their review was suspension as a player for eight (8) 
league games (Rapid City) league and probation during 
calendar years 2013, 2014 and 2015.  Mr. Montgomery is 
allowed to manage his team while unable to play. 
      Mr. Lucas Good Shield of Rapid City appealed a rul-
ing, caused by an oversight on his part, of a one (1) year 
suspension and year remainder probation.  Good Shield's 
National appeal was remanded for consideration.  His 
original hearing board considered his appeal reducing 
suspension time to eight (8) Rapid City league games 
and no tournament play during the suspension period.  
While retaining his probation for calendar year 2013, 
Good Shield was put on notice for any future violation 
and consequences thereto. 
     Letter of apology written by each of the above are 
being forwarded to the offended parties from the noted 
tournament as well as copies of final penalty notices.  
ASA National Office and affected Deputy will be recipi-
ents as well. 


