
Men’s Slow-pitch State Tournament Eligibility for 2021 

1. RETURNING TEAMS  

a) 5 returning players constitutes a team  

b) If the team splits 2 ways with 5 or more players on each team, both teams will be considered 

returning team 

c) If a team finishes in the top 3, they are required to move up a division until they have played at 

that level for 2 state tournaments.  

d) The third place team will be allowed to play at the division that required the move and the next 

(up) division as long as they have entered both divisions by 1st deadline date.  

e) Any team that goes 2 – 2 or better at a State tournament will be required to play at that division 

the following year and may not play lower also. 

f) Any team that goes less than .500 at the State Tournament 2 years in a row may appeal to move 

down, but may be asked to enter and play at the upper level also. 

g) Teams that are required to move up must play 2 years at that level.   

2. PLAYERS 

a) All players (and teams) must have played in a South Dakota sanctioned league.  

b) We will work on giving all players a player classification, State and/or National Classification.  

c) A classification board will be made up of players, league officers, and area reps, as well as the 

National Classification formula.  

d) South Dakota’s classifications will be Rec, E, D, C, Open, Senior (50+), with a possible +.  

e) All players will be able to play above their classification levels at State Tournaments 

f) Lower classified players may play in multiple state tournaments.  

g) You will be allowed to have 3 higher classified players on your state tournament roster.  

i) Those 3 players must come from the next classification level.  You may not drop 2 levels. 

(1) Example: E teams may have 3 D roster players; D teams may have 3 C roster players.  

ii) Those players that are classified at a higher level must be on your regular season league 

roster.  

iii) They must have played the minimum league games requirement of ten (10) to play at lower 

level.   

iv) You will not be allowed to use pick-up players from a high player classification.  

h) Open classified players will be allowed to play in the Open only.  

i)  If there is a plus on the classification, that player is restricted to that classification or above. 

j) Seniors may request to play in all classifications.  

3. APPEALS 

a) All appeals must be made in writing. They can be emailed or mailed.  

b) Must have name, league, team, your contact info, age, the reason for your appeal to be moved. 

c) All player appeals must be received by July 10th of the current year to be considered. 

d) There will be no appeals for teams that are required to move up.  

e) Appeals from teams that are required to stay in a division may appeal but must do so by July 1st.  

4. CHANGES 

a) This may be changed if needed year by year or in situations that would call for an immediate 

change.  

b) For a change to happen it would require a majority vote of the board consisting of area reps, 

commissioner, and player reps, with input by select league officers.  

c) National rating appeal changes may not necessarily change a state player rating.  




